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SEP 09 1994 Sf, /2 lilIJ~W,}Yi~e,FER TO:
.., j

William S. Gannon, President DiS '. r,"0 ~~C'~~ "",
Gannon Broadcasting Systems, Inc. ~C'c ~/~~.9 ~~
6514 Old Lake Road ~ ~C ~ ~
Grayling, Michigan 49738 ~

Dear Mr. Gannon: .ftJf~
This is in response to the petition for rule making which you submitted onA~
29, 1994, requesting the substitution of Channel 262C1 for Channel 262C2 at
Grayling, Michigan, and modification of your construction permit (BMPH-940217IG)
for Station WQON to specify operation on the higher class channel. In your
petition, you provide two methods for obtaining the upgrade. You acknowledge
that Channel 262C1 at Grayling is short-spaced to Channel 263C at Sault Ste.
Marie, Ontario, Canada. Therefore, you propose the substitution of Channel 263B
for Channel 263C at Sault Ste Marie. In the alternative, you request the
proposed allotment of Channel 262C1 at Grayling be accepted as a specially
negotiated short-spaced allotment.

On June 4, 1993, the Commission adopted rules which allow certain licensees and
permittees to request upgrades on co-channel and adjacent channels by application
without first having their station's authorization modified through a rule making
proceeding. Further, the Commission stated that those parties who do meet the
guidelines must avail themselves of the new procedure. See Report and Order, MM
Docket No. 92-159, 8 FCC Rcd 4735 (1993). Based on an initial review of your
petition, we believe that your request can be processed under the new "one-step"
upgrade procedure.

Therefore, we are returning your petition for rule mak.i~. ~7. ~~
. /' .-1/.fA~ ---

Smcer ?",~·..::.rt~......J.c:>:

John~ usos
Acting Chief, Allocations Branch
Policy and Rules Division
Mass Media Bureau

Enclosure

bcc: PIRS via Secretary's Office
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Amendment ofSection 73 .202(b)
Table ofAssignments
FM Broadcast Stations
(Grayling, Michigan)

In the matter of

To: Chief, Allocations Branch

PETITION FOR RULE MAKING

Gannon Broadcasting Systems, Inc. ("Gannon") hereby respectfully submits the instant Petition

for Rule Making to amend the Commission's FM Table ofAllotments to substitute Channel 262C I for

Channel 262C2 at Grayling, Michigan. In support whereof, the following is shown:

I. Gannon is the licensee of WQON (FM), Grayling, Michigan, which has authority to

operate on channel 262C2 at Grayling. Gannon wishes to upgrade the facilities ofWQON to class CI.

2. As demonstrated in the Engineering Exhibit attached hereto, the instant Petition

proposal is in full compliance with the FCC rules at 47 CFR 73.207 except for one Canadian

allotment. The proposed allocation can be made without affecting the allocation of any other US

station.

3. Grayling, Michigan has previously been determined to qualify as a community for

allocation purposes with the allocation of Channel 262C2.

4. The proposed reference point is 44° 43' 15"N - 84° 23' 25"W. This reference point is

in ~ll coptpliance with 47 CFR 73.207 with regard to US stations. It is short-spaced to Channel 263C

at Sa?lt Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada by 21.7 kilometers.



5. The Canadian allotment is currently used by CHAS-FM, which operates with 6.8 KW

ERP at 32 meters HAAT (proposal for 14 KW ERP at 125 meters HAAT from a site 10 KM further

from the US/Canadian border). There are other class-C allotments at Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario,

Canada which are not in use at this time.

6. As the attached engineering exhibit explains, the 52 dBu fl:50,10) interference contour

from the proposed Grayling 262C1 allocation will not extend onto Canadian soil, and no interference

will be caused to the Canadian c1ass-C allocation were this proposal to be unilaterally granted. The 48

dBu fl:50,10) interference contour of the Canadian 263C allocation, if operated at maximum facilities

from the current site would overlap the 54 dBu fl:50,50) contour of the Grayling 262Cl allocation by

some 50 kilometers. Application of the US domestic standard for protection of a class-C1 allocation

results in a received overlap from the Canadian fl:50,1O) 54 dBu interference contour to the Grayling

fl:50,50) 60 dBu contour of 19 kilometers.

7. If the Canadian allocation of channel 263C at Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario were changed

to 263B, the spacing requirements would be fully met and no interference would result. The current

and proposed operation of CHAS-FM would not be affected by this change in class, since neither

approach the c1ass-B facilities limit. Gannon herein proposes that Channel 263B be substituted for

Channel 263C at Sault Ste. Marie, ON, CA and that the necessary negotations be commenced.

8. As an alternative to the modification of the Sault Ste. Marie, ON allocation, it is

proposed that the allocation of channel 262C1 at Grayling, MI be accepted as a specially negotiated

short-spaced allocation, with the US allotment conditioned to accept the overlap area from the

Canadian allocation. It should be noted here that the Canadian allocation transmitter site would have

to located on US soil to cause the overlap area to increase beyond that which would initially exist.



There would be no meaningful limit on the expansion of service at CHAS-FM imposed by the Grayling

allocation since CHAS-FM cannot cross the border with its transmitter site.

9. Since the proposed aJlocation would provide Grayling and the northern portion of

Michigan's lower peninsula with an expanded wide-area coverage service, and contribute to the fair and

efficient distribution ofFM allocations, the instant proposal would be in the public interest. Gannon will

immediately file the required FCC form 301 for authority to construct the Channel 262Cl facility upon

grant ofthis Petition.

WHEREFORE, the foregoing considered, Gannon respectfully requests that the Commission

GRANT the instant petition, and AMEND the FM Table of Allotments as shown below.

QPIIONI

Community

Grayling, MI

Sault Ste Marie, ON, CA

Community

Grayling, MI

Present

262C2

201A, 208B, 215B,
221 C, 225B, 238C,
247B, 263C, 282C,
297C

QIDONU

Present

262C2

Proposed

262Cl

201A, 208B, 215B,
221C, 225B, 238C,
247B, 263B, 282C,
297C

Proposed

262Cl 1

1 Specially Negotiated Short-Spaced Allocation. Must accept objectionable interference from Canadian allocation of
channel 263C at Sault Ste. Marie, ON, CA as defined by the Workigl Aaanlemegt for Allotment and Auipwcp. of PM
Bmettastjpl Channels 201-300. dated September 7, 1984, under the Canadian-USA PM BrnqdcastiUI Apmnent of
.l.2fZ as amended.

Respectfully submitted,

Gannon Broadcasting Systems, Inc.



The information contained herein is true and correct to the best ofmy knowledge, i
~~

and belief, and the intent of submission is to upgrade the acilities ofWQON (F"&ll~'

to class C1 as outlined in the Petition.

Gannon Broadcasting Systems, Inc.
6514 Old Lake Road
Grayling,MI 49738

(517) 348-6171

August 3, 1994

ation,
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...11...1XtI81T FOR
QAHNOH IROADCAlT'INQ SYSl.., INC.

. GRAYUNG, MICHIGAN

This engineering exhibit was prepared in support of a Petition for Rulemaking being
~

filed by Gannon Broadcasting Systems, Inc. ("Gannon") to amend 47 CFR 73.202(b) as'

follows:

Gannon proposes that channel 262C1 be substituted for channel 26202 at Grayling,

Michigan and the license of WeaN (FM), Grayling, be modified to specify operation on the

upgraded channel. Gannon will file FCC form 301 reflecting this change as soon as the

allocation is modified.

The proposed channel aflocation can be made in full compliance with FCC domestic

aUocation rules from a reference point approximately 27 kilometers northeast of Grayling.

Upgrading the channel to 262C1 will require the changing of a Canadian allocation as

described below. The NAO 27 geographic coordinates of the reference point are:

44° 43' 15"N· 84° 23' 25"W

In order to upgrade this channel, the existing aflocation of channel 263C at Sault Ste.

Marie, Ontario, Canada has to be changed to 2638. Currently, CHAS-FM operates on this

channel with an ERP of 6.8 KW at 32 meters HAAT, with a proposaf to relocate to an

existing tower 10 kilometers farther from the US-Canadian border, operating with 14 KW at

125 meters HAAT. Neither of these facilities approach the class·B limit of 50 KW ERP .at

150 meters HAAT.

If the allocation were changed to 2638, the operation of CHAS·FM would not be

affected. The site restriction imposed upon the channel is essentially the border, as

CHAS·FM could not locate its transmitter on US soil. This is the same whether channel 263'

is a C or B channel. It is respectfully requested that the necessary negotiations be
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commenced with the Canadian government to implement the proposed change at Sault Ste.

Marie, ON.

As an altemative proposal, the allocation of channel 282C1 at Grayling can be

accomplished as a -specially negotiated short-spaced allotment" with regard to channel,

263C at Sault Ste. Marie. At the reference point listed above, and with maximum class C1

facilities of 100 KW ERP at 299 meters HAAT, the 521 dBu f(50,10) interference contour

from Grayling would not cover any Canadian land areas. There would be no interference

caused to the Sault Ste. Marie allocation. The 481 dBu f(50,10) interference contour from

Sault Ste. Marie would overlap the 541 dBu f(50,SO) protected contour at Grayling only if the

Sault Ste. Marie station were operating with more than 100 KW ERP at 200 meters HAAT or

equivalent facilities. The US protection requirements are met with 100 KW ERP and 300

meters HAAT at Sault Ste. Marie. It should be noted here that the US first-adjacent channel

requirements for C1-C1 spacings are met at this reference point.

The attached tabulation illustrates the spacing situation for the 282C1 allocation at

Grayling, showing full compliance with the domestic provisions of 47 CFR 73.207.

CgmmunkY gf U...

Grayfing, Michigan

Sault Ste. Marie, ON, CA

PmSSDt
26202

201A, 2089, 215B,
221 C, 225B, 238C,
2478, 263C, 282C,
297C

Ptorsgd

282C1

201A, 208B, 2159,
221C, 2258, 238C,
247B, 2839, 2820,
297C

PIUeded and inIerfenJnce contours from \NgIIrRI~ br Abnert and Aasil'1DBOI
of EM~Gtw-,. 201-300 ynder the Ceneclen-USA AI BroIdcllStiEll "G1MIJlIOI of 1947·
dated september 7, 1984.



Cgmmuntll QfblMn-

Grayting, MI

Pmpsot

26202

................ 0.1.,
613 S. LaGrange Rd
LaGrange. IL 60525

26201*

• Specially Negotiated Short-8peced Aflocaticn. Must accept objectionable interference from Canadian
aIocation of channel 283C at S8Ldt Ste. Marie, ON. CA as defined by the WQdcirl1 ArrJnIImInt for
AIQtqwnt and ,....... pf EM BmeshP-. QIwn.- 201-300, dated september 7.1984, W1dII:
the Canadjao-USA EM Brpe<taatjRl MfIIfDIOt of 1947 as amended.

It is respectfully submitted that the allotment of channel 262C1 as outlined herein is

in the public interest and will result in a fair and efficient distribution of allocations. provide

Grayling. Michigan and the surrounding area with an expanded wide-area-coverage service.

thus expanding broadcast service to the public.

This engineering exhibit was prepared by me and is true and correct to the best of my

knowledge and belief.

August 2, 1994
Mark A. Mueller



Mueller Broedc•• D_gn
613 S. LaGrange Rd
LaGlange. IL 60525

1M Chann_l. s.arah ~or: Grayl.ing, Michigan
Coordinat.a uaed: 44-43-15/ 84-23-25

NOTE: All distances are in Kilometers. Any stations which
clear by more than 100 KM are not included in list.

/

25.9

@ 165.6
@ 1.7
@ 1.1
@ 210.2
@ 211.5

@ 312.6
@ 166.2
@ 166.2
@ 216.9

4.8 @

7.8 @ 158.4

5.9 @ 100.8

29.5 @ 185.5
52.5 @ 185.5

8.5 @ 257.0
53.3 @ 222.2

97.1 @ 193.6

0.0
3.8

13.3
85.2
94.7

0.6
25.1
25.1
71.3

34

79

76

75
75
75
75

270

133
133

105
82

133
195
195
133
133

83.8

81. 9

277.8

131.1

141.5
186.3

134.5
134.5

133.0
198.8
208.3
218.2
227.7

75.6
100.1
100.1
146.3

MI C1

MI B

MI C2

MI C
MI C1

MI A
MI A

MI A
ON B
ON B
MI A
MI A

MI C3

MI A
MI A
MI A
MI A

studY ~or obannel. 262-C1 (100.3MBz) ---------Spacing---------
CH* Call File Location Class Actual!££- Clearance
2"08 ( 8 9 • 5"""MiiZ )

WCMUFM LIC Mount Pleasant
259 ( 99.7 MHz)

WUGN CP Midland
WUGN LIC Midland

260 ( 99.9 MHz)
WELG CP Rogers City

261 ( 100.1 MHz)
WRQT LIC Bear Lake
WSHNFM LIC Fremont

262 ( 100.3 MHz)
WNIC LIC Dearborn

263 ( 100.5 MHz)
WTCF LIC Carrollton

* CHASFM Sault Ste Marie
* CHASFM Sault Ste Marie

WQFN CP Walker
WQFN APP Walker

264 ( 100.7 MHz)
WCLS LIC Oscoda

265 ( 100.9 MHz)
WIZY LIC East Jordan
WBTZ CP Pinconning
WBTZ LIC Pinconning
WBRNFM LIC Big Rapids

* CHAS-FM assumed as Class-B for this study.
This channel can be used by a class-C1 station.



WGRY/WQON
GANNON BROADCASTING SYSTEMS, INC.

6514 OLD LAKE ROAD • GRAYLING, MI 49738
(517)348-6171 FAX: (517) 348-6181

Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 2Q554

In the matter of

Amendment of Section 73.202(b)
Table of Assignments
FM Broadcast Stations
(Grayling, Michigan)

Auguat 3, 1994

To: Chief, Allocations Branch

Please note that on November 9, 1993 there was a name change of
DeWitt Radio, Inc. to Gannon Broadcasting Systems, Inc .. This
change has been brought to the gommissions attention but there
iss t i 11 so me con f u s i o.n . PIe a s..e be a war e t hat DeWitt Ra d i 0, Inc.
i s Gann 0 n Br 0 a d c a.ss~:~ -8 y s t ems, Inc.. A cop y 0 f the not ice i s

:t:o::::y'/ / >./;7' (;y ,1

! J OJ ~~~
d{~~

Inc.



WGRY·DEWlTf RADIO, INC.
6514 OLD I.AKE:ROAD

GRAYLING, MICHIGI\N 49738
(517) ':l 1(l G171

Hr. Hjl1iam F. Catull
Acting Serretal-y
Federal Communications COlllmissiol,
1919 H. Street, N.W., Room 222
\~af;hingtol1, D.C. 20554

Nov\!mber g, 1993

Denr Hr. Caton,

I) 1e ;I S e b e a d vis edt hat 0 n Nov e 111 b t 8, I 9 g J the Art i c 1 e s I) fIn cor -
por,ll:.ion for DeWitt Radio, Inc. \ 're cllHlIged to reflect ;\ name
c lHI " gel () :

Ganllon 13roadcastil~: Systems, Illc.

1'1e,lse update all paper \~ork to I ,rle(' this name ilS slIp"rc;eding
" 1) Y cell s e fl n d per III its ass i g ,Ii e d () D(' lVi I t Had i 0, j II C .

T h~k v 0 1I f: 0 r ,y,6~;i tim e a II d at t e J: ion 0 II Lhis mat t e r .
/ ~. ( / !

" ,. / / /7

/t.le~e~ ~MJt/\' I i ~ m . G I <111. Pre sid e 11 t
/'

///

\. . \ , IrlJv C. Tallant, EIC
Detroit local district o[fj e

':

lifSG,' mpg


